
 

 

 PROJECT INFORMATION  

Project Title Forest Health Chipper Program 

Brief Description Goal 
The Forest Health Chipper Program is a critical tool for watershed 
protection by assisting homeowners to reduce fire hazardous vegetation 
on their property.  This fire hazard reduction reduces the intensity of 
wildfires burning in communities and prevents the spread of wildfire into 
watersheds. 
 
Purpose  
The project purpose is to increase protection of watersheds and homes by 
creating landscape level fire adapted forests.  The project links existing 
fuels reduction project on federal lands, county roads and large industrial 
timberlands with private parcels through chipping of fire hazardous 
vegetation.  The Program protects watersheds from catastrophic wildfire 
by providing a tool to assist homeowners in their management of fire 
hazardous vegetation.  
 
Results 
1. Thin overstocked brush and trees on 400 acres in Butte County 
watersheds. 
2. Work with landowners to provide maintenance education and 
resources. 
3. Conduct pre and post treatment photo monitoring. 
4. Report treated parcels to Cal-Fire for mapping. 
Sierra Nevada Conservancy Mission and Goals 
The project will help further the Sierra Nevada Conservancy (SNC) 
mission, objectives and program goals by addressing the triple bottom 
line of environment, economic and social well being in the following ways: 
1.  Protect Butte County Watersheds from Wildfire -- By reducing fuels we 
reduce the probability of fires starting within communities and around 
homes, escaping initial attack and developing into a watershed fire.  By 
chipping the fuels that have been removed from around homes and 
putting them back on the ground, the fire carrying capacity of the fuel is 
reduced while serving to protect the watershed.  The chips will prevent 
soil erosion, will provide soil nutrients and can reduce unwanted weeds 
and vegetative regrowth.  
 
2.  Protect, improve water and air quality -- Eliminate the need for 
homeowners to conduct “debris burning” in order to get rid of vegetative 
waste which they have cut around their homes and property, thus 
reducing the risk of an escape debris fire developing into a watershed fire 
and assisting with the reduction of smoke contaminants in the air.  Major 
fires in Butte County have occurred due to debris burning. 
 
3. Protect, conserve and restore the region’s physical, cultural, 



 

 

archaeological, historical and living resources - The Chipping Program 
protects the living resources of six watersheds from the devastation of 
wildfire by giving residents a tool to be good stewards to their land.  The 
Program is available to the 23 Communities at Risk to wildfire which are 
positioned within Butte County’s major watersheds: Big Chico Creek, Little 
Chico Creek, Butte Creek, Cherokee, Upper Feather River and Lower 
Feather River/Honcut Watersheds.   
 
4. Assist the regional economy  
The Chipping Program directly assists the regional economy by supporting 
local Chipping contractors.    
 
Project Summary 
1. Completion of 70 days of Chipping which includes: processing 
phone and electronic requests for service, training and organizing 
volunteers to check Chipping piles, promoting the service, preparing 
contracts with chipping contractors, scheduling, overseeing and 
evaluating chipping work, reporting program data to the BCFSC Board of 
Directors and SNC.  
 
A.  Deliverable - 70 days of chipping and 400 acres of treated land 
B. Deliverable - Two program performance surveys  
C. Deliverable - Two education newsletter 
 
Environmental Setting  
• The project area includes all watershed areas in the foothills and 
forested areas of Butte County. 
• Vegetation - Ponderosa pine forests, chaparral and oaks.  
• Elevation- Ranges between 1,200’ and 3,500’. 
• Summertime weather patterns push fires upslope, fall winds push 
wildfire westerly. 

Total Requested 
Amount 

100,000.00 

Other Fund Proposed 15,000.00 

Total Project Cost 115,000.00 

Project Category Site Improvement/Restoration 

Project Area/Size 400 

Project Area Type Acres 

Have you submitted to 
SNC this fiscal year? 

No 

Is this application 
related to other SNC 
funding? 

No 

 

Project Results 

Restoration 



 

 

 

 

 

Project Purpose Project Purpose Percent 

Natural Disaster Risk Reduction (Fire) 
 

 
 

Water Quality 
 

 
 

 

 

County 

Butte 
 

 

 

Sub Region 

North Central 
 

 

  



 

 

PROJECT CONTACT INFORMATION 

Name Ms. Calli-Jane  Burch,  

Title  

Organization Butte County Fire Safe Council 

Primary 
Address 

767 Birch Street, , , Paradise, CA, 95969 

Primary 
Phone/Fax 

530-877-0984 Ext.  

Primary Email firesafe@buttefiresafe.org 

 

 

 
 

 

  



 

 

PROJECT LOCATION INFORMATION 

 

Project Location 

Address:                           5619 Black Olive Drive, , , Paradise,  CA, 95969 United  States 
Water Agency:                 Paradise Irrigation District 
Latitude:                           39.48 
Longitude:                        -121.35 
Congressional District:     n/a 
Senate:                             n/a 
Assembly:                         n/a 
Within City Limits:            No 
City Name:                        
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  



 

 

                                                                  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 

Grant Application Type 

 

Grant Application Type: 
Category One Site Improvement 
 
 

 

 

  



 

 

PROJECT OTHER CONTACTS INFORMATION 

 

Other Grant Project Contacts  

Name:                    Ms. Calli-Jane  Burch,  
Project Role:          Day-to-Day Responsibility 
Phone:                    5308770984  
Phone Ext:               
E-mail:                    firesafe@buttefiresafe.org 
 

 

 

 

  



 

 

UPLOADS 

The following pages contain the following uploads provided by the applicant: 
 

Upload Name 

Completed Application Checklist 

 

Table of Contents 

 

Full Application Form 

 

Authorization to Apply or Resolution 
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Narrative Descriptions 

 

Detailed Budget Form 

 

CEQA Documentation 

 

Letters of Support 
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Long Term Management Plan 

 

Project Location Map 

 

Photos of the Project Site 
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Photos of the Project Site 

 

Photos of the Project Site 

 

Photos of the Project Site 

 

Land Tenure- Only for Site Improvement Projects 

 

Parcel Map Showing County Assessors Parcel Number 

 

Topographic Map 

 

 

To preserve the integrity of the uploaded document, headers, footers and page numbers have 

not been added by the system.  
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Forest Health Chipper Program 
 
 

a. Detailed Project Description  
 
Project Description  
 
Goal 
The Forest Health Chipper Program is a critical tool for watershed protection by 
assisting homeowners to reduce fire hazardous vegetation on their property.  
This fire hazard reduction reduces the intensity of wildfires burning in 
communities and prevents the spread of wildfire into watersheds. 
 
Purpose  
The project purpose is to increase protection of watersheds and homes by 
creating landscape level fire adapted forests.  The project links existing fuels 
reduction project on federal lands, county roads and large industrial timberlands 
with private parcels through chipping of fire hazardous vegetation.  The Program 
protects watersheds from catastrophic wildfire by providing a tool to assist 
homeowners in their management of fire hazardous vegetation.  
 
Results 

1. Thin overstocked brush and trees on 400 acres in Butte County 
watersheds. 

2. Work with landowners to provide maintenance education and resources. 
3. Conduct pre and post treatment photo monitoring. 
4. Report treated parcels to Cal-Fire for mapping. 

Sierra Nevada Conservancy Mission and Goals 

The project will help further the Sierra Nevada Conservancy (SNC) mission, 
objectives and program goals by addressing the triple bottom line of 
environment, economic and social well being in the following ways: 

1.  Protect Butte County Watersheds from Wildfire -- By reducing fuels we reduce 
the probability of fires starting within communities and around homes, escaping 
initial attack and developing into a watershed fire.  By chipping the fuels that 
have been removed from around homes and putting them back on the ground, 
the fire carrying capacity of the fuel is reduced while serving to protect the 
watershed.  The chips will prevent soil erosion, will provide soil nutrients and can 
reduce unwanted weeds and vegetative regrowth.  
 
2.  Protect, improve water and air quality -- Eliminate the need for homeowners to 
conduct “debris burning” in order to get rid of vegetative waste which they have 
cut around their homes and property, thus reducing the risk of an escape debris 
fire developing into a watershed fire and assisting with the reduction of smoke 



contaminants in the air.  Major fires in Butte County have occurred due to debris 
burning. 
 
3. Protect, conserve and restore the region’s physical, cultural, archaeological, 
historical and living resources - The Chipping Program protects the living 
resources of six watersheds from the devastation of wildfire by giving residents a 
tool to be good stewards to their land.  The Program is available to the 23 
Communities at Risk to wildfire which are positioned within Butte County’s major 
watersheds: Big Chico Creek, Little Chico Creek, Butte Creek, Cherokee, Upper 
Feather River and Lower Feather River/Honcut Watersheds.   
 
4. Assist the regional economy  
The Chipping Program directly assists the regional economy by supporting local 
Chipping contractors.    
 
Project Summary 
1. Completion of 70 days of Chipping which includes: processing phone and 

electronic requests for service, training and organizing volunteers to check 
Chipping piles, promoting the service, preparing contracts with chipping 
contractors, scheduling, overseeing and evaluating chipping work, reporting 
program data to the BCFSC Board of Directors and SNC.  

 
A.  Deliverable - 70 days of chipping and 400 acres of treated land 
B. Deliverable - Two program performance surveys  
C. Deliverable - Two education newsletter 

 
Environmental Setting  

 The project area includes all watershed areas in the foothills and forested 
areas of Butte County. 

 Vegetation - Ponderosa pine forests, chaparral and oaks.  

 Elevation- Ranges between 1,200’ and 3,500’. 

 Summertime weather patterns push fires upslope, fall winds push wildfire 
westerly.   

 
a. Workplan and Schedule   
 
November 2012 -June 2013 

 The Chipping Programs new season will resume: residents will request 
service, volunteers check pile status, contractors’ work schedules created, 
contractors will begin chipping and data will be compiled to map the 
program’s activities.   

 
July 2013-October 2013 

 The Chipping Program will end prior to the coming fire season.  A 
performance evaluation survey letter will be sent to participants to seek 
their input on the Program.  End-of-season meetings with contractors and 



volunteers will be held in June to assess the Program and plan for the 
upcoming season.   

 
 

Objective Milestone Responsible Party Timeline 

Begin Chipping Contractor 
agreements signed 

Landowner request 
list compiled 

BCFSC  Nov. 2012- Nov. 
2013 

Maintenance 
education 
provided 

Two newsletters 
mailed to program 
participants 

BCFSC Nov. 2012- Nov. 
2013 

Monitor 

 

 

Site visits of 
contractors 

Pre and Post photos 

 Send Cal-Fire 
program parcel data 
for mapping  

BCFSC  

 

 

Cal-Fire/Butte 
County Fire 

Ongoing 
October 2012-
June 2014 

Track 
performance 
measures  

Quarterly grant 
reports submitted 

BCFSC  Ongoing 
October 2012-
2014 

Maintain Fuel 
Break 

Periodic monitoring 
& treatment  

Landowners January 2014-
2024 

 
 
 
b. Restrictions, Technical/Environmental Documents and Agreements  
Agreements 

We anticipate between 560 and 600 landowners will enter agreements to 
conduct chipping on their properties. 

 

CEQA 

California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection filed a Categorical 
Exemption for the project in 2006. 

 

Regulatory Requirements 

 USFWS 1999 guidelines will be followed if valley elderberry is 
encountered outside the no treatment buffers.   

 
 
 



c. Organizational Capacity  
 
Project Applicant:  
The Butte County Fire Safe Council (BCFSC) has extensive experience 
managing grants.  During the last 10 years they have successfully implemented 
over $3,000,000 in grant funds for pre fire education and fuel reduction.   
 
BCFSC has successfully safeguarded grant funds and management of a variety 
of projects from beginning to end by: 

1. Maintaining two professional staff: a full-time Executive Director (Calli-
Jane Burch) a full-time Assistant Director (Valerie Glass). 

2. Having financial statements reviewed monthly by an actively engaged 
seventeen member Board of Directors. 

3. Having a financial management team which includes the Treasurer, 
Accountant and Finance and Planning Committee. 

4. Following both federal and organizational accounting/financial policies and 
procedures. 

5. Completing a voluntary financial audit with no significant findings in 2009. 
6. Actively engaging community fire safe councils and volunteers in project 

activities. 
 
e. Cooperation and Community Support  
The project is very important to the community had has had a tremendous 
collaborative through the planning process and has been integrated in the Butte 
County Community Wildfire Protection Plan.  The chipper program is a 
community level program with volunteer coordinators in ten foothill communities 
throughout Butte County.  
 
Project Partners: 

A. The Butte County Fire Safe Council hires 2-4 contractors to perform on 
the ground chipping. Six volunteers assist the program by checking on 
chip piles and providing education. 
 

B. Private Landowners: 
70 days of chipping will involve 560 to 600 landowners.  
 

C. Cal-Fire Butte County Fire:  
Enters chipping parcel data into GIS database for mapping and 
monitoring. 

 
Letters of Support 
           1. Butte County Board of Supervisors Resolution 

2. Butte County Air Quality Management District 
3. US Forest Service  
4. Cal-Fire Butte County Fire 
5. Office of Emergency Management 



6. Bureau of Land Management  
7. Butte County Resource Conservation District 
8. Paradise Irrigation District 

 
f. Long Term Management and Sustainability  
Landowners are provided education and information to help them maintain the 
work resulting from the chipper program. 
 
 
g. Performance Measures  
Number of People Reached = 67,000 
The Chipper Program will reach 67,000 people with the following methods: 

□ 70 chipping days will protect 1000 homeowners 
□ Newsletters 2 x 5,000 = 10,000 
□ Safety Scanner web page = 51,000 web hits (average of 4,250 hits per 

month) 
□ Post card mailers = 5000 

 
Dollar Value of Resources leveraged for the Sierra Nevada 
Matching funds of $15,000 will be leveraged for the Sierra Nevada with volunteer 
and staff time by BCFSC. 
 
Jobs Preserved 
The Chipper Program will preserve two full time and seven part time for a total of  
9 jobs in the Sierra Nevada.   
 
Number of New, Improved, or Preserved Economic Activities  
One economic activity of fire safety prevention will be preserved.  SNC funding 
will be critical in preserving this dollar investment for future chipping seasons. 
 
Acres of Land Improved  
Performance will be measured by the number of acres treated in the high to very 
high hazard severity zones of Butte County.  Total expected acres = 400 
 
 



SECTION ONE

DIRECT COSTS Year One Year Two Year Three Year Four Year Five Total

Contractual Chipping $32,000.00 $32,000.00 $64,000.00

Chipping Coordination $12,000.00 $12,000.00 $24,000.00

DIRECT COSTS SUBTOTAL: $44,000.00 $44,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $88,000.00

SECTION TWO

INDIRECT COSTS Year One Year Two Year Three Year Four Year Five Total

Monitoring $500.00 $500.00 $1,000.00

Supplies $500.00 $500.00 $1,000.00

Printing $2,000.00 $2,000.00 $4,000.00

INDIRECT COSTS SUBTOTAL: $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $6,000.00

PROJECT TOTAL: $47,000.00 $47,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $94,000.00

SECTION THREE

Total

Organization operating/overhead costs $6,000.00 $6,000.00

ADMINISTRATIVE TOTAL: $6,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $6,000.00

SNC TOTAL GRANT REQUEST: $53,000.00 $47,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $100,000.00

SECTION FOUR

OTHER PROJECT CONTRIBUTIONS Year One Year Two Year Three Year Four Year Five Total

Butte County Fire Safe Council $5,000.00 $5,000.00 $10,000.00

Total Other Contributions: $5,000.00 $5,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $10,000.00

* Operating Costs should be allocated to the pecentage that is applicable to the grant based on your cost allocation methodology 

and cannot exceed 15% of your total project costs.

NOTE: The categories listed on this form are examples and may or may not be an expense related to the project. Rows may be 

added or deleted on the form as needed. Applicants should contact the SNC if questions arise. 

Appendix B3

PROPOSITION 84 - DETAILED BUDGET FORM

SIERRA NEVADA CONSERVANCY

Project Name:  __Forest Health Chipper Program_______________________________________

Applicant: __Butte Fire Safe Council______________________________________________________________________

Administrative Costs    (Costs may not to exceed 15% of total Project Cost ) :







 
January 9, 2011 

 
Sierra Nevada Conservancy 
1521 Blocker Dr., Ste. 205 
Auburn, CA 95603 
 
RE:  Letter of Support –Forest Health Chipper Program 
 
Dear Sierra Nevada Conservancy, 
 
We enthusiastically support your Forest Health Chipper Program. 
 
The Program is clearly known for its value to our watershed and communities.  It provides a 
critical link in community wide wildfire safety by giving landowners a tool to take responsibility on 
their property.   
 
As state and federal land managers continue to work on watershed health in Butte County it is 
critical that private landowners have the chipper program as a resource. 
 
This year, the program will likely be inundated with requests for assistance and I strongly 
encourage the Sierra Nevada Conservancy to support this valuable program. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
Paradise Irrigation District 
 
 

 
George Barber 
District Manager 





United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Redding Field Office
355 Hemsted Drive
Redding, CA 96002
www.ca.bI mgov/redding

In Reply Refer To: CA-360 9214

January 18, 2012

Sierra Nevada Conservancy
1521 Blocker Dr., Ste. 205
Auburn, CA 95603

RE: Letter of Support — Forest Health Chipper Program

Dear Sierra Nevada Conservancy,

I enthusiastically support the Forest I-Iealth Chipper Program as provided by the Butte County Fire
Safe Council.

The chipper program is a unique value to the communities of Butte County and provides landowners
with an effective tool to take responsibility on their property. This is a critical link in community
wide wildfire safety, as the chipper program includes areas that are not adjacent to federal or state
lands — areas that would otherwise not benefit from an agency funded hazardous fuels project.

As state and federal land managers continue to work on watershed health in Butte County, it is
critical that private landowners have the chipper program as a resource, as the project ties together
prior phases of work and addresses wildfire from a landscape level.

I therefore support the application of grant funds for the project titled “Forest Health Chipper
Program” through the Butte County Fire Safe Council and I encourage the Proposition 84 Healthy
Forests grant program to support these efforts in this critical work, protecting our watersheds,
communities and forest health.

Please contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Jeremy Strait
Fire Mitigation and Education Specialist
BLM Redding Field Office
(530) 224-2155

jstrait~blm.gov





STATE OF CALIFORNIA- NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY 	 Edmund G. Brown Jr., Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY AND FIRE PROTECTION 
176 Nelson Ave. 
OROVILLE, CA 95965 
Website: v.r.vw.flre.ca.gov 
(530) 538-7111 

January 18, 2012 

Sierra Nevada Conservancy 
1521 Blocker Dr., Ste. 205 
Auburn, CA 95603 

RE: 	 Forest Health Chipper Program 
Letter of Support 

Dear Sierra Nevada Conservancy, 

CAL FIREI Butte County Fire Department supports the "Forest Health Chipper Program" 
proposed by the Butte County Fire Safe Council. 

It is very beneficial for private landowners to have the chipper program as a resource. The 
chipper program can be an incentive for landowners to enhance forest health and restore 
watershed areas which have been crowded by overstocked trees and brush. The program 
provides landowners a tool to mitigate the slash produced by such projects. 

The chipper program increases community wildfire safety by providing private landowners a tool 
to irnplement forest stewardship, thereby reducing the risk of catastrophic wildfire. Projects that 
improve watershed protection, such as fuels reduction, enhance CAL FIRE's ability to protect 
local private lands and property from the affects of wildfire. 

Sincerely, 

George Morris 
Unit Chief 

c===7Clt: --;;- ~ 
/' (7~ 

by, Joe Tapia 
Fire Captain 

CONSERVATION IS WISE-KEEP CALIFORNIA GREEN AND GOLDEN 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO CONSERVE ENERGY. FOR TIPS AND INFORMATION, VISIT "FLEX YOUR POWER" AT WWW.CA.GOV. 

http:WWW.CA.GOV
http:v.r.vw.flre.ca.gov






Long-Term Management Plan 
 

 

The long term management objective is for homeowners to be able to maintain 
vegetation regrowth on their property with light duty type yard work versus 
intensive cutting, thinning, pile burning and Chipping.  The Chipper Program is 
intended to be utilized as a first removal technique for thick brush and 
overstocked trees.  This initial treatment of vegetation in most brush types will 
provide for 10 years of reduced wildfire risks.   Participants in the Program are 
highly motivated so see their sweat equity and financial investment preserved by 
maintaining the vegetation regrowth themselves.  The BCFSC interacts with 
these residents who are willing learners and active stewards of their land by 
providing additional fire safe education and being available in the office, by 
phone, through newsletters and the website.  This interaction ensures that SNC’s 
investment in the Program will sustain over the next decade. 

 



Forest Health Chipper Program Location Map
Project Location
The program is not available 
throughout the County rather 
it is focused within the 
watersheds around Foothill 
WUI communities which are 
within the SNC boundary. 



Parcel Map- N/A 

1. Federal Land with no parcel number(s) or/ 

2. Multi parcel (community fire safe project) 



Topo Map 

Not Required for CAT 2 project 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Photos- Forest Health Chipper Program 

 

Before and After 
Forbestown, Ca 



Photo Page 2- Forest Health Chipper Program   
            

             
Before and After 
Berry Creek, Ca 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Photo Page 3- Forest Health Chipper Program 

Chipper Volunteer Training  

Chipper sign  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Land Tenure 
The program operates county wide and the SNC program boundary will be the 
boundary for chipping service with SNC funds. The Chipper Program service 
operates at the request of homeowners during the chipping season and it is 
therefore not feasible to produce a list of participants before the Chipping season 
begins.  SNC funding was received for the program in 2008 and this request for 
funding seeks to assist residents who were not provided service prior or who are 
continuing their defensible space work. 
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